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M. Ted Wong 
Major General, U.S. Army 

Chief, US Army Dental Corps 
 

Notes from the Chief             
 
Greetings to all members of the Army Dental Care System…and Happy Centennial Anniversary! 
 
I am truly honored to be serving in the capacity of Chief of the Corps during this historic season, our 
100th Anniversary of the Army Dental Corps.  During the first week of March, DENCOM put on an 
excellent Senior Leader Symposium, Practice Manager‘s Seminar, and Centennial Continuing 
Education Conference, at the Crowne Plaza Riverwalk in San Antonio.  And on the evening of 3 MAR 
2011, the AAD sponsored a formal celebration dinner to mark our 100th Anniversary.  It was truly a 
special event, with over 850 current and former members of the Army Dental Family gathered to 
celebrate, reminisce, and honor the storied history of our Corps.  Accolades from members of 
Congress, our friends in organized dentistry, leaders in dental specialty associations and the sister 
Services Dental Corps, and key leaders in the Army, all recognized the occasion for its magnificence.  
Let‘s all look forward to the next century of serving Soldiers!  By now I trust that each of you has been 
invited to become a member of the Association of Army Dentistry, our Dental Corps ―alumni 
association‖; if you have not yet received an invitation, look for one soon from MG (Ret) Bill Lefler.  
Again, a special thanks to all (especially AAD, COL Ken Dunn, Ms Pam Richter and the DENCOM 
staff, COL George Hucal and the OTSG staff, etc) who worked tirelessly to make this a memorable 
week. 
 
In mid-February, I convened a Strategic Planning Conference for the DC Corps with a view toward 
examining our Leader Development Process.  A cross-section of key staff, commanders, junior 
officers, and non-commissioned officers worked for several days to re-look our existing officer career 
plan.  There was a tremendous amount of interaction and input, and a lot of excitement and 
encouragement as we looked at opportunities for our junior officers as they mature to become leaders 
in our Corps.  I am committed to continuing to involve young officers in leader roles and positions and 
to refining a system that provides them the skills they need to excel.   
 
One of the highlights of each year is our USAREC-sponsored ―Center of Influence‖ tour, held at Ft. 
Sam Houston at Camp Bullis.  In April, 20 key dental leaders, deans, and educators, including Dr. 
Ray Gist, President of the American Dental Association, and Dr. Fares Elias, President of the 
Academy of General Dentistry, spent two days immersed in Army medical/dentistry facilities and 

April 2011  
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training.  The event provided an excellent venue to showcase our medical, dental, and research 
facilities; rehabilitation facility and program for Wounded Warriors; and the outstanding Combat Medic 
training occurring at Camp Bullis.  Coincidentally, this year‘s Brigade Dental Surgeon Course was 
also in session at Camp Bullis, and it was great to be able to spend some time with the young officers 
in the field, and to surprise them with a chance to meet Dr.‘s Gist and Elias.   
 
The next few months will bring changes that we normally associate with the ―PCS season‖…and this 
year I am not exempt.  I will be relinquishing command at William Beaumont Army Medical Center on 
18 MAY, and assuming command of the Southern Regional Medical Command and Brooke Army 
Medical Center on 2 JUN.  While we greatly enjoyed our brief time at Ft. Bliss, Jeannie and I are 
looking forward to relocating back to San Antonio and serving our Warriors there. We look forward to 
seeing those of you who routinely train and pass through the home of Army (and now ―Joint‖) 
Medicine.  Please know that I thank you for all that you do every day for Soldiers and their Families, 
and I am proud to represent you and Army Dentistry.   
 
Most Respectfully, 
 
M. Ted Wong 
Major General, US Army 
Chief, U.S. Army Dental Corps 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRISCILLA HAMILTON 

Colonel, Dental Command 

 Happy Spring to all members of the Army Dental Care System!   We welcomed in the New 

Year with furious planning for the Centennial, and what a wonderful event that turned out to be!!  

From the Leadership Symposium, the Practice Management Conference, Continuing Education, and 

the pinnacle event, the Centennial Ball (hosted by our alumni association, The Association of Army 

Dentistry), were spectacular successes!.  Over 850 attendees celebrated at the ball, about half were 

Dental Corps alumni and guests.  Those from outside the Dental Corps remarked how much we 

seem to enjoy each other and honor our Corps – what a great compliment.  Kudos to all who labored 

so hard to ensure success in all the venues.  To top off the week, your generosity in donating and 

purchasing auction items, purchasing medallions and Centennial blankets resulted in a phenomenal 

$10,000 donation to the Fisher House Foundation, to benefit Soldiers undergoing medical care and 

their families around the world.  As a Corps, we truly embody Selfless Service. 
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 We didn‘t let moss grow on our APEX (A Plan for Excellence, aka Balanced Score Card) 

efforts.  We prioritized the work of the previous quarter in three to five initiatives per strategic 

objective, assigned strategic initiative owners and set goals for updates and project implementation.  

Beginning in April, and each month following, RDC Commanders and Strategic Objective Owners 

have the opportunity to brief progress.  Most all initiatives will see some level of implementation by 

mid-summer.  The APEX is a team sport, and all members of DENCOM are on the first string.  I 

encourage you to get engaged, seek out Green Belt training, and continue educating all members of 

your units on APEX down to the clinic level. 

 We are also moving out smartly with applying more business focus to our work.  This isn‘t seen 

as a burden, it‘s actually an opportunity for us to more accurately document what we produce, relate it 

to readiness of the force, account for costs and demonstrate our Return on Investment.   We owe 

fidelity of operations to the American people and to ourselves.  The next budget year will likely be 

much more constrained as compared to our recent history.  Therefore, we have to make every dollar 

we spend count.  Each member of DENCOM will become more aware in the impacts of their efforts 

on the day-to-day business of delivering oral health care to Warriors.    

 Unfortunately, my visit to Japan and Okinawa was cancelled due to the terrible tragedy and 

aftermath of the tsunami and earthquakes.  I ask that you continue to support not only our Service 

members stationed there, but the people of Japan as they continue to deal with this massive disaster.  

The 11th hour federal budget situation also forced the rescheduling of our PRDC CAV.  If anything, 

the budget drama was a great civics lesson! 

 Exciting times await us – most notably, realizing the opportunity of our own Corporate Dental 

Application to be the federal (all services plus the VA) system of choice for an electronic workload, 

readiness and appointing system, and the progenitor of an electronic dental treatment record.  We‘re 

about to make it in the big leagues! 

 I am proud of each and every member of our DENCOM ―A‖ team.  You are making a 

significant difference in Warrior Readiness, and setting the pace within the Army Medical Department 

on a variety of issues.  Keep up the great work, and I look forward to meeting you as we start our 

Command Assistance Visit schedule for this year. 

      Remain focused on the vision, 

      COL Hamilton 

     “America’s Leader in Warrior Centered Oral Health” 

 

Priscilla H. Hamilton 

Colonel, Dental Command 

Commanding 
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CHIEF, HUMAN RESOURCE DIVISION 

COL William F. Bruce 

1. By direction of the Secretary of Defense insourcing of contracting positions has been 
suspended until further notice.   

2. Please verify that all care providers are accurately listed in CDA.  AOC managers should be 
updating status every month.  I recommend the credentials coordinator be the AOC 
coordinator. 

3. Timely submission of awards has been a problem for DENCOM.  Please look ahead to 
anticipate projected losses.  I recommend LOM and MSMs be submitted to DENCOM 90 to 
120 days prior to presentation date.   

4. If a contract employee is underperforming or misbehaving please document promptly and 
frequently.  If it‘s not documented it didn‘t happen.  Please direct those MFRs to COL Bruce 
and Mr Byrod through the Commander.  Remember to be as specific as possible in the e-mail 
Subject line.  Include the topic, the position and last name of CSP, the DENTAC, and the 
Contractor. E.g. ―MFR DA Smith Polk CNI‖ or ―Question Dr. Jones Eustis RLM‖. We receive 
400 messages a week and it will expedite your requested information.  

5. Please note that it is almost always best to courtesy copy Mr. Fred Byrod, the DENCOM 
ACOR, with your routine contracting questions. He is well able to answer a number of issues 
and knows when to redirect to me.  

 

COL Bruce 210-221-6819 (DSN 471) 

Contractor Mission 
Program 

Manager 
Phone 

Number 
Website 

Chickasaw Nations 

Industries, Inc (NRDC) 

Dentists, dental hygienists, 

dental assistants, and other 

dental ancillaries in CONUS 

Mr Jack 

Nimmo 
210-545-4241 

Fax:545-4611 

jack.nimmo@chickasaw.net 

 

CentralCare Inc 

Region 3 (W/SRDC) 

Same as CNI  Brittany 

Benden 

703-231-

1974 

BBenden@centralcareinc.com 

 

TCMP OCONUS-General Dentists, 

Pediatric Dentists, Orthodontists, 

and dental hygienists 

Ms. Liliana 

Robles 

703-822-9627  lrobles@tcmphealth.Com 

Kuhana Associates  CONUS Ancillary  Mr. Paul 

Komeiji 

Ms Mary Ann 

Koines 

808-548-

0727 

800-325-

3982 ext 

4116 

pkomeiji@kuhana.com 

Mary_Anne_Koines@spectrumhealth.com 

 

InGenesis/Aurora 

(SRDC) 

Same as CNI Mr  Marcos 

Gutierrez 

210-366-

0033   
 m.gutierrez@ingenesis.org 

Dencom staff 

mailto:jack.nimmo@chickasaw.net
mailto:pkomeiji@kuhana.com
mailto:Mary_Anne_Koines@spectrumhealth.com
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EFDA 
Ronald Mason 

A very sincere Thank You to all the EFDA Designated Trainers who are submitting their monthly 

reports in a timely manner!!  

Also, congratulations to the following EFDAs who have completed the EFDA II course at FT 

Sam Houston, TX:  

EFDA II Course 

7-18 Feb 2011 

 

 

 

 

(Left to Right): Tamika Meade 

(Leavenworth), Karen 

Townsend (Bragg) & Corine 

Pesantes (Bragg) 

           

 

Public Health 

MAJ Scott J. Rankin 

 

Please give widest dissemination to these dental readiness posters.  The posters are located on  

the DENCOM Intranet within the "Public Health' directorate under the heading "Dental  

Readiness".  Take the files to your local installation Training Aids Service Center (TASC), or  

similar organization, to have dental readiness posters created for display at various DTFs/MTFs  

and other facilities on the local installation. Consider including poster displays on the local  

installation at facilities outside the MTF and DTF (e.g., gym, DFAC, MWR location). 

 

 



May 2011 Page 6 

 

CIVILIAN HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGER 

Mr John Heath 

 

NEW CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT VERIFICATION SYSTEM LAUNCHED 
 
Employment Verification (EV) is a new tool available to civilian employees through their My Biz account.  It 
allows employees to email employment and/or salary information to an external organization such (business, 
bank, credit union) directly from the Defense Civilian Personnel Data System (DCPDS) via secure internet. 
 
To email EV information to an external organization: 
1. Log into the DCPDS Portal at 
Uhttps://compo.dcpds.cpms.osd.mil/ U 
2. Select, My Biz, Employment Verification 3. Select your Details to Share, either a. Employment Information, 
or b. Employment and Salary Information 4. Enter Recipient Email Information 5. Enter (verify) your work email 
address is included in Recipient Information ‗CC‘ field to receive a copy of EV email 6. Select Continue to 
‗Acknowledge and Submit 
 
 
SICK LEAVE ENHANCEMENTS 
 
The Office of Personnel Management (OPM) has issued final regulations addressing the use of sick leave. The 
final regulations allow an employee to use up to 104 hours of sick leave to provide care for a family member 
who would, as determined by the health authorities, jeopardize the health of others because of exposure to a 
communicable disease before it is clear whether the family member has contracted the disease. The 
regulations also allow an employee who has been exposed to a communicable disease to be advanced sick 
leave. 
 
OPM has not published final regulations on the Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA) portion of the proposed 
regulations since changes to the FMLA statute were passed in the NDAA for FY 2010, and OPM is required to 
issue FMLA regulations consistent, to the extent appropriate, with the Department of Labor‘s FMLA 
regulations. 
 
The law permits the substitution of up to 26 weeks of sick leave during a single 12-month period for unpaid 
FMLA leave when an employee invokes FMLA to provide care for a spouse, son, daughter, parent, or next of 
kin who is a covered service member with a serious injury or illness.  OPM plans to issue final FMLA 
regulations after the Department of Labor issues its final FMLA regulations implementing the NDAA for FY 
2010 changes. For further information and assistance, contact your servicing Civilian Personnel Advisory 
Center. 

 

 

 

General Dentistry 

COL Dan Lavin 

Greetings fellow Bravos! Those of you that are PCS‘ing this summer have received your assignments. 
Hopefully you are happy with your soon to be new home. I can testify that LTC Dallman worked VERY hard to 
ensure that folks needs were met. . Several assignments required quite a bit of extra work on her part to 
accomplish.  While not always 100% success with such a large group, I believe LTC Dallman did an 
outstanding job. 
 
Some Bravos are getting ready for the ultimate transition- transitioning to life as a civilian. At this time here is a 
partial list of Bravos retiring from the Army: COL John Balas, COL Alan Lentz, COL Blaine Knox, and COL 
Daniel Zeleski. Those separating from the service include:  CPT Emilie Guinto, CPT Eric Swenson, and CPT 
Jason Ganong. Good luck to all of you, and thank you for your many years of service!  

Consultants 

https://compo.dcpds.cpms.osd.mil/
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The Readiness Advanced Clinical Practice program continues to be a success. However there continues to be 

an issue concerning enrollment. In order to enroll in the program the applicant needs to do just that—ENROLL. 

There have been several incidences where a 63A9D graduate has believed that the procedures they perform 

following completion of a 1 year AEGD program (without officially enrolling) will automatically be credited 

towards the requirements of the ACP program. This is not the case. 

The whole concept of the program is that the participants identify a certifying officer that can mentor the 

enrollee as they complete the requirements. The certifying officer should be reviewing the enrollee‘s progress, 

offering guidance along the way. This includes clinical guidance for performing clinical procedures.  Having a 

63A9D merely complete ―X‖ number of procedures does not meet the intent of the program. If you certifying 

officer please ensure that the enrollee that you are mentoring is aware of the requirements of the program and 

that they fill out the enrollment form, have their Commander approve, and send the completed form to me. 

The most recent 63A9D dental officers to have completed the requirements include MAJ Dana Hess, MAJ 

Joseph Marino and CPT Jae Yun Song. These Dental Officers are now eligible for Tier 3 DOMRB contracts. 

Thank you to the certifying officers who are mentoring our young officers along the way! 

 
AMERICAN BOARD of GENERAL DENTISTRY: 
All of you who are Board Certified should have received your statements to maintain your Board Certification 
status. The notifications were send out in September. The ABGD has instituted a late payment fee for those 
who had not paid before Jan 1. The two fees associated with the ABGD are the annual Certification fee of $95 
and a recertification fee of $75.00 every five years. You will be notified when it is time to recertify. More 
information can be found on the ABGD website. Remember that failure to renew your dues will result in loss of 
board certification pay! The ABGD is no longer managed by the AGD. If you have not received your dues 
statement and you have recently changed addresses, you may need to notify the ABGD directly to inform them 
of your new address. The new mailing address for the ABGD is:  
American Board of General Dentistry, 2380 NW 12th St., Delray Beach, FL 33445  
 
Numerous Bravos will be challenging the written or oral portion of the American Board of General Dentistry 
Board exam 27 March – 1 April 2011 in Chicago. Good Luck to those of you participating!  
 
There is still time to register for the written or oral portion of the American Board of General Dentistry Board 
exam that will be given 29 July 2011. The dates and associated fees are on the ABGD website: 
 
Uhttp://www.dantes.doded.mil/dantes_Web/library/docs/certification/ABGD.pdf U 
 
The home page for the ABGD is:  Uhttp://www.abgd.org/U 
 
In preparation for the written and oral boards, I suggest you investigate several sources of study materials. 
There are numerous links to several excellent study guides on the ABGD web site.  
 
Excellent review materials and CE credits are also available through the Blackboard portion of the U.S. Army 
Medical Department Center and School Portal via the following link:  
 
Uhttps://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/details.aspx?dt=145 U  
 
The Navy also has a great web site through the Naval Postgraduate Dental School at the National Naval 
Medical Center in Bethesda via the following link:  
 
Uhttp://www.bethesda.med.navy.mil/Careers/Postgraduate_Dental_School/Comprehensive_Dentistry/Study_Gui
des/index.aspxU  
 
 
 

http://www.dantes.doded.mil/dantes_Web/library/docs/certification/ABGD.pdf
http://www.abgd.org/
https://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/details.aspx?dt=145
http://www.bethesda.med.navy.mil/Careers/Postgraduate_Dental_School/Comprehensive_Dentistry/Study_Guides/index.aspx
http://www.bethesda.med.navy.mil/Careers/Postgraduate_Dental_School/Comprehensive_Dentistry/Study_Guides/index.aspx
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ACADEMY OF GENERAL DENTISTRY 
 
This years‘ Academy of General Dentistry Annual Meeting will be in San Diego. Registration and housing 
opened 18 January. The House of Delegates portion of the meeting is 26-28 July, with the Annual Meeting and 
Exhibits 28-31 July. 
 
In the past there has been an issue with having enough rooms available at the government per diem rates. I 
have sent several mass emails out regarding the availability of these rooms. While it is unlikely that there are 
any more of these rooms available you can check with the AGD housing folks at 1-866-209-3651. 
 
Several attendees have found per diem rates on their own at hotels located further away from the meeting site.  
 
 Our Army breakout meeting should be on Saturday 30 July. All Army Bravos are expected to attend, so please 
mark the date. 
 
If you are interested in becoming involved with either the AEGD-12 month or AEGD – 24 month residencies as 
an assistant director or director, please let me know. I am always on the lookout for talented officers desiring to 
help train our future Bravos.  
 

 

PERIODONTICS CONSULTANT  
COL Fred Bisch 
Georgia greetings from Fort Gordon 

Deployments:  The deployment time for COL Jim Turonis, the 257th Dental Company Commander and Iraq 

detachment Commander, and three other periodontists (COL Larry Breault, COL Richard Nichols, and LTC(P) 

William Maddux) will soon be drawing to a close as they will be replaced by the 673rd Dental Company (late 

April 2011).  Thank you for your service.  

Farewell: Best wishes are extended to several periodontists that will be leaving the Army this summer/fall.  
COL Mike Cuenin will retire from the Army on 30 Sep 11 after almost 30 years of outstanding service.  He has 
been a fixture in Army Periodontics for over 20 years  to include seven years at Fort Gordon from 1995-2002 
with the last five as Program Director.   No one has been a better ambassador for periodontics during this time 
period.  If the Army had a Hall of Fame for Periodontists, COL Cuenin would be a first ballot unanimous choice.  
Two others, MAJ Justin Bordlemay at Fort Stewart and CPT(P) Dave Walton at Fort Leonard Wood, will also 
be leaving this summer.  All three will be entering private practice and all will certainly excel there as they did in 
the Army.  Thanks again for all your years of dedicated service to the Dental Corps.   
 
Congratulations:  COL Robert (Bill) Herold was awarded the Order of Military Medical Merit in February 2011.   
Bernier Award (Category I):  CPT Jaime Hughes (2010 graduate) 1st place, ―The effects of epigallocatechin-3-
gallate on gene expression in an autoimmune mouse model‖, and MAJ John Decker (2010 graduate) 2nd 
place, ―The effect of processing techniques for rhBMP-2 coated titanium implants on alveolar augmentation 
and osseointegration in the canine supraalveolar peri-implant defect model‖. 
 
63D Assignments:  Assignments for summer 2011 are now finalized.  Everyone expecting to PCS this 

summer should have received a RFO by now.  If you have not, contact me.  Please let me know if you are 
planning to separate or retire in 2012.  Also, once the summer moves are complete, we will start looking at 
PCS moves for 2012.   
 
97th Annual AAP Meeting will be held in Miami, Florida 12-15 November 11.  If you plan on attending the 
Meeting and are a member of the ABP, please consider attending the ―Meet the Board‖ breakfast.  The Army 
participation in the past has been less than stellar, so let‘s see if we can match the Air Force and Navy 
participation this year.     
 
Advanced Education Program in Periodontics 
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The 2010-2011 academic year has almost come to a close.  I have continued as Director with COL Robert 
(Bill) Herold, COL Robert Gerlach, and LTC(P) Doug Dixon as Assistant Directors.  However, change is 
coming to the Program.  After 7 outstanding years at Fort Gordon, COL Herold will be PCSing to Fort Eustis, 
Virginia this summer.  He is an outstanding periodontist both clinically and didactically.  No doubt, he will be 
greatly missed by both the staff and residents alike.  LTC(P) Doug Dixon will move to take a more active 
clinical role in our department now in addition to his research duties. 
 
The combined Periodontic-Prosthodontic short course was just held 28-31 March 2011.  Almost 75 personnel 
attended.  The guest speakers were Dr. George Priest, Dr. Ulf Wikesjo, and Dr. Kobi Stern.  Dr. Priest spoke 
on various prosthodontic concepts relating to the restoration of implants; Dr. Wikesjo spoke on guided tissue 
regeneration, biologics, and guided bone regeneration; and Dr. Stern spoke on the importance of maintaining 
the dentition and also presented a wonderful perio-ortho-pros case.  The third-year periodontic residents gave 
superb lectures to include: MAJ Brian Stancoven-―Periodontal Therapy‘s Role in Controlling Inflammation‖; 
CPT(P) Kimberly Ann Inouye ―Regeneration : Biologics, the Next Chapter‖; CPT(P) Yat-Ho Ma-―Root Coverage 
Procedures: What‘s New?‖; CPT Cindy Zhou-―Dental Radiography: Then and Now‖ on CBVT.  Even the 
mentor staff provided lectures on immediate implants (COL Herold), anterior crown lengthening (COL Gerlach), 
and acute periodontal conditions (COL Bisch).  The last day of the short course was divided into a hands-on 
portion that featured stations on suturing, IV access training, implants, piezosurgery, airway management, and 
periodontic instrumentation.  Also the second-year residents presented short (25 minute) vignettes that dealt 
with relevant periodontic topics.  This year CPT(P) Chestine Guevarra discussed ―Management of the 
Periodontal Disease Patient‖ and CPT Sheldon Lu covered ―Ridge Preservation Following Tooth Extraction: An 
Update‖ on the use of the Cytoplast membrane.  The course gets better every year.  I would encourage 
everyone to consider coming south to Augusta, Georgia next year to join us.  The tentative dates for 2012 will 
be 26-29 March.  It is right before the Masters golf tournament so you know the weather will be great.  Put it on 
your calendar now.  I would encourage all commanders to ―nudge‖ their young dental officers to attend.  No 
where can you get more outstanding CE than this course provides.     
 
Our Program has had a number of super consultants this year to include:  
Dr. Lee Young (Sedation) 
Dr. Thomas Van Dyke (Inflammation and Systemic link) 
Dr. Pam Sims (Pharmacology) 
Dr. Doug Damm (Oral pathology) 
Dr. Henry Greenwell (Soft tissue and Guided bone regeneration) 
 
The current third-year residents will graduate on 07 June 2011 with the following assignments:  MAJ Brian 
Stancoven-Fort Bliss; CPT(P) Kimberly Ann Inouye-Fort Benning; CPT(P) Yat-Ho Ma-Korea; and CPT Cindy 
Zhou-Fort Riley.  In addition to earning their periodontic certificates each will also receive their Masters Degree 
in Oral Biology from Georgia Health Sciences University (formerly MCG).   
 
Boards:  The quartet that graduated from the Program last year: MAJ John Decker, CPT Coleman, CPT 

Hughes, and CPT Millan are preparing for their oral board exams in May.  Good luck to them.   
 
Future Newsletter Contributions:  Please feel free to send information, photos, etc. of interest and I will be 

more than happy to include them in this newsletter.  I want this to be informative as possible.   
 
Contact me:  As always I am here to be of any help that I can be for be for you.  Please do not hesitate in 
contacting me at any time.  I can be reached at 706-787-6819 (office) or via email: 
UFrederick.c.bisch@us.army.mil U 
 
Respectfully, COL Fred Bisch 

mailto:Frederick.c.bisch@us.army.mil
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Third-year periodontic residents after their short course lectures. 
L to R: MAJ Brian Stancoven, CPT Kimberly Ann Inouye, CPT Cindy Zhou, and CPT Yat-Ho Ma. 
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COL Larry Breault with his NATO (UK and Canadian staff) in Kandahar, Afghanistan. 

Their deployment time is quickly drawing to a close in late April. 
 

Graduate Dental Education 

COL Bob Manga 

GDE would like to publish the winners of the Bernier Award.  This award is presented to the outstanding 
resident Research Projects.  There are actually two awards.  The Joseph Bernier Award for Research given for 
research projects done in conjunction with a Master‘s Program and the Dennis Runyan Award which covers all 
other areas.  
Bernier Award Category 1 
 
1ST PLACE WINNER  
CPT Jaime Hughes - ―The effects of epigallocatechin-3-gallate on gene expression in an autoimmune mouse 
model‖  
Residency Program: Periodontics,  Ft. Gordon  
Residency Director: COL Fred Bisch  
 
2ND PLACE WINNER  
MAJ John Decker – ―The effect of processing techniques for rhBMP-2-coated titanium implants on alveolar 
augmentation and osseointegration in the canine supraalveolar peri-implant defect model‖  
Residency Program: Periodontics, Ft. Gordon  
Residency Director: COL Fred Bisch  
 
3RD PLACE WINNER  
MAJ Scott Rankin-―Relative validity of a food frequency questionnaire for assessing dietary fluoride intake of 
infants and young children‖  
Residency Program: Dental Public Health, Univ. of Iowa  
Residency Director: Dr. Steve Levy  
 
Dennis Runyan CATEGORY 2  
1ST PLACE WINNER  
MAJ Bradley C. Morrison -―An in vitro evaluation of the growth of human periodontal ligament fibroblasts 
following exposure to a 4-Meta-containing methacrylate-based endodontic sealer‖  
Residency Program: Endodontics, Fort Gordon  
Residency Director: COL Stephanie Sidow  
 
2ND PLACE WINNER  
CPT Leland Kimball -―An evaluation of the strength of mineral trioxide aggregate at different setting times‖  
Residency Program: Endodontics, Fort Gordon  
Residency Director: COL Stephanie Sidow  
 
3RD PLACE WINNER  
MAJ James Ewing -―A comparison of four techniques used to enhance the smear layer removal using SEM 
evaluation‖  
Residency Program: Endodontics, Fort Gordon  
Residency Director: COL Stephanie Sidow  
 

Training Announcement – The long term Training Memorandum will not be released until mid July.  GDE will 

not be accepting any packets as the requirements may change.  The training announcement will be published 

via command channels and placed on the GDE website at https://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/details.aspx?dt=145 

https://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/details.aspx?dt=145
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PPSCP Courses-  The Endodontic Short Course was held in mid February.  It was attended by 61 dentists who 

were presented with 26 hours of outstanding CE. 

The Perio/Pros course is being held now will be followed by the with the Oral Pathology Course scheduled for 

11-14 April, Restorative Dentistry Course 9-13 May and the OMFS Course 1-5 August.  All of these courses 

offer hands on participation and are a great way to talk with residents and mentors at the locations. Funding is 

limited. There may still be slots available for the OMFS course for central funding. You can also attend if you 

will be sponsored by your local DENTACs.  

The Centennial CE event went well. It was attended by over 200 dentists.  Tables clinics were presented by 13 

individuals and 13 Vendors had booths. 

 ADA CERP Credits-Graduate Dental Education is an ADA CERP recognized provider.  The requirements to 
receive CERP CE Hours have been placed on the GDE website.  There is a checklist to provide you with the 
necessary documentation.  The requirements are established by the ADA and require that the request be 
received at our office at least 30 days prior to the event.  Check out the requirements at the GDE website at 
https://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/details.aspx?dt=145 
 
Teleconsultation- For those deployed dentist who come across patients or conditions that they need some 
help.  The Army Dental Care System website at http://www.armydentalcaresystem.army.mil/ 
Has information that provides instructions to use this resource.  Your questions should ebb answered within 24 
hours. 
 
ACP Program- An officer must be a graduate of an AEGD 12 month program are eligible to enroll in.  
Completion of the program allows the officer to become eligible to receive a multi-year retention bonus after 
your initial obligation is completed.  An officer must officially sign up before any clinical credits can be granted.  
There is more information on the GDE website at https://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/details.aspx?dt=145 
 
AMEDD Virtual Library- All members of the AMEDD have access to the AMEDD Virtual Library at  

https://medlinet.amedd.army.mil/  . The library has a wealth of information available to use.  Three specific 

areas that I want to highlight are the Lexi-Comp Online for Dentistry, Lexi-Comp Online for Oral Surgery and 

the Ebesco Dental Database. 

Each of the Lexi-Comp Online programs contains much more than a drug reference.  The Lexi-Comp Online 

for Dentistry contains some short videos on Oral Surgery Procedures.  The Lexi-Comp Online for Oral Surgery 

includes Harrison‘s Text on Medicine, Laboratory Tests and many other helpful programs.   The Lexi-Comp 

programs can be downloaded to PDAs also. 

The Ebesco Dental Database provides full text references from over 100 Dental Journals I addition to several 

Texts.  Some of the Journals are delayed by 6-12 months.  I urge all of you to review the site.  Both the Lexi-

Comp and Ebesco sources are anxious to hear feedback and ways to improve these references.  The site is 

https://medlinet.amedd.army.mil 

Lexi-Comp and CDA- You may have also noticed that there is a Lexi-Comp icon on your CDA scheduler to 

improve access to the site 

On line CE-  Over   300 hours of CE has been granted through the Online CE program that is accessed 
through the GDE website at https://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/details.aspx?dt=145.  GDE is working to update 
the site with new courses.  If you are deployed GDE can send some CDs covering some of the programs to 
our officers.  The officer can enroll online view the video on his computer and then go back on-line to take a 
survey and test so he can be granted ADA CERP CE credits.  Contact GDE if you are experiencing problems 
printing the certificates. 

Additional CE Courses On-line- www.swankhealth.com offers 33 dental CE courses available online. You will 
need to contact the customer service department to get a login and ID number to access these courses.  800-

https://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/details.aspx?dt=145
http://www.armydentalcaresystem.army.mil/
https://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/details.aspx?dt=145
https://medlinet.amedd.army.mil/
https://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/details.aspx?dt=145
http://www.swankhealth.com/
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950-4248 is the number for customer service.  Swankhealth is an ADA CERP and AGD Pace provider.  The 
presentations do not include video.  The Dental Evaluation and Consulting Service 
http://airforcemedicine.afms.mil/decs and Bethesda Naval Center http:www.bethesda.med.navy.mil also have 

online educational courses.  

Free CE is also available for AGD members through a co sponsorship program with GC America 
http://www.agd.org   Phillips Healthcare at https://www.theonlinelearningcenter.com has a course on 
Prevention Against Neglect and Drug Abuse(PANDA) that can be used to fulfill Maryland dental license 

requirements. 

All of the above information can also be viewed on the GDE website at  
https://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/details.aspx?dt=145 

 

PROSTHODONTIC CONSULTANT AND PROSTHODONTIC RESIDENCY PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
COL Steve Brousseau 
 
GREETINGS from Fort Gordon, Georgia! 

Congratulations to the new LTC‘s:  LTC Astrid Recio and LTC Kyung Kim. Also, the following 

promotions will occur over the next 6 months:  
 CHI WOO JUNG AMOS  CPT/P  Will be promoted June 2011 

LANGSTON BRETT RAYMOND CPT/P  Will be promoted June 2011 
LOBONO ADRIAN   CPT/P  Will be promoted June 2011 
PATTERSON BENJAMIN       CPT/P  Will be promoted June 2011 
CHERRINGTON STEPHEN  CPT/P  Will be promoted June 2011 
CHONG DANIEL HYUN  CPT/P  Will be promoted June 2011 
MUCCIOLI RANDY EARL  MAJ/P  Will be promoted June 2011 
OLPINSKI STEFAN   LTC/P  Will be promoted July 2011 
FONG DAN CHU   LTC/P  Will be promoted Oct 2011 

 
 
Congratulations to Dr. Walter Dimalanta for his achievement in passing the certifying board of the 

American Board of Prosthodontics. MAJ Dimalanta has now earned the title of Fellow of the American 

College of Prosthodontics, an outstanding accomplishment for all! Also, several other prosthodontists 

and prosthodontic residents successfully completed portions of their boards this past February. 

Congratulations to everyone for pursuing this noteworthy accomplishment! 

Goodbye‘s: We said good bye this past year to several Army prosthodontists: Dr. Takacs and Dr. 

Molgard both decided to head out into the civilian world. We thank them for the service to their 

country, and we wish them all the best. Also, we say goodbye to recent retiree‘s: COL Dan Bailey, 

COL RC Chesla, and COL Geoff Thompson. We thank them for a full career of service to their 

country and the Army Dental Corps as well, and we wish the best of luck in their future endeavors. 

Good news stories: 

 COL Jeff Hodd, COL Mike Craddock, COL Rick Windhorn, and LTCD Mina Patel all 

published articles in the Centennial issue of the U.S. Army Medical Department Journal. 
Go to this link Uhttp://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/dasqaDocuments.aspx?type=1 U and click 
on the Jan-Mar issue. 

 COL Mike Craddock gave an outstanding presentation at the Centennial Celebration 

CE program on CAD/CAM technology in the Dental Corps. 

http://airforcemedicine.afms.mil/decs
https://www.theonlinelearningcenter.com/
https://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/details.aspx?dt=145
http://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/dasqaDocuments.aspx?type=1
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 CPT Sheena Allen, a third year prosthodontic resident presented a table clinic at the 

annual American Academy of Fixed Prosthodontics meeting and at the Dental Corp‘s 
Centennial Celebration where she came in 2nd place. Her table clinic concerned a full-
mouth rehabilitation using CAD/CAM technology on a deploying Soldier.  
 

 
American College of Prosthodontics The next annual meeting will be held in Scottsdale, AZ.  This 

is a beautiful venue so I hope to see many of you there! 

Prosthodontic Residency Program: Our 3 R3‘s are finishing up their cases, research, and other 

requirements and looking forward to graduation on 7 June. MAJ Karl Richards, CPT Adrian Lobono, 

and CPT Rhet Tucker have all worked tirelessly and passionately to become future prosthodontists. 

We are very proud of these individuals and we know they will provide outstanding prosthodontic care 

the men and women in uniform wherever they are assigned.  

 One of our assistant directors, LTC Dan Dunham is currently taking a 1-year fellowship in 

Maxillofacial Prosthodontics at the Bethesda Naval Dental School. Dan told me recently he is excited 

about returning to the program and expects to be back by the middle of July. 

 Our 3 first year residents, MAJ Joseph Lowe, CPT Corey Slighly, and CPT Ryan Zimmerman 

are doing well and working hard on their many requirements that are centered around, clinical care, 

laboratory technology, research, and didactic learning.  We‘ve enjoyed several great consultants 

since the last news letter to include: Mr. Tom Bormes from the Preat Corporation, Dr. Carl Wirth, Mr. 

Don Yancey from Ivoclar teaching denture tooth setups, Dr. Pamela Sims speaking on Pharmacology 

to all 4 residency programs, COL(ret) Harry Parker, Dr. Doug Damm speaking on Oral Pathology to 

all 4 residency programs, and COL(ret) John Agar. Our last consultant for the year will be Dr. Charlie 

Goodacre, current Dean of Loma Linda Dental School.   All consultant speakers to date have been 

excellent and received positive critiques from all residents and staff.  

Perio/Prosth Short Course: The annual Perio/Prosth Short Course was held from 28-31 March and 

was again a great success. Kudos go to COL Van Ramos and COL Bill Herold for an excellent 

program. All lectures given by both the periodontic and prosthodontic residents were exceptional and 

well received. Congratulations to Drs. Lobono, Richards and Tucker from prosthodontics, and Drs. 

Inouye, Zhou, Stancoven, and Ma from periodontics for their superb presentations. The course had 3 

guest consultants, Dr. George Priest, a private practice prosthodontist from Hilton Head Island, Dr. Ulf 

Wikesjo, and Dr. Kobi Stern, both periodontists from the Georgia Health Sciences University in 

Augusta.  

CEREC 3D Training: COL Jeff Hodd continues to be the Southern Regional Dental Command SME 

for CAD/CAM technology. COL Hodd has given numerous presentations throughout the region. One 

of the latest aspects that he has introduced is the ability to CAD/CAM zirconia implant abutments 

locally in our laboratory using the InLab system. If you have any questions concerning CEREC 

technology please email or call COL Hodd directly; he is more than happy to assist anyone with this 

emerging technology..  

Applications for residency training: We would love to have many more applicants for training. 

Anyone interested in prosthodontics, whether 63A or 63B, I would encourage you to apply to this 

rewarding specialty. Feel free to contact me at any time for more information. I have a short 

PowerPoint presentation about our program if anyone is interested. Again, to all prosthodontists out 



May 2011 Page 15 

 

there, PLEASE ―show-off‖ what we do every day for our patients and promote our specialty to 

potential applicants. 

PCS moves:  Throughout the year HRC is monitoring individual records and assignments. They will 

actively work on PCS assignments after the AMSUS conference at the end of October. At this 

conference the regional commanders get together and determine where positions, or potential 

prosthodontic spaces, are needed. After that, HRC looks at who must move, such as anyone 

OCONUS who has a DEROS. These individuals have a priority in that they have to move from their 

overseas position, so we have to find a space for them back stateside. Also, HRC asks the 

Consultants to provide recommendations on education positions, as well as any other information we 

may have gotten from the field regarding desires on next assignments, ie., exceptional family member 

program participants, married couples program, personal requests, high school senior, etc. So, after 

AMSUS, HRC and the Consultants discuss what might be available for the next summer. I will send 

out a note to everyone letting them know what might be available and will ask individuals to provide a 

"wish list" of potential assignments.  In the past doing an overseas COT, IPCOT, or an FSTE can 

depend on whether there are individuals CONUS that would like to have a tour overseas. They would 

get priority over someone staying in an overseas assignment for a second tour.  The only exception 

to this is for those in teaching positions. Individuals who are currently in teaching positions may have 

the option to continue in an assignment for the benefit of the residency program. Residency positions 

are identified and coordinated directly through the prosthodontic Consultant. Once HRC gathers all 

the information that they have and that they get from the Consultants, they will begin to match ―faces 

to spaces‖, and the RFO‘s will be sent out, usually, early in the New Year. Please feel free to email 

me if you have questions concerning this process. 

Prosthodontic News: If you have any noteworthy stories or events in your location that would be 

good for all to hear, please forward them to me and I will be happy to add them to future newsletters. 

Photos are also welcome. 

As always, I am here to be of assistance in any way that I can. Please don‘t hesitate to contact me at 

any time. 706/787-5528, or by email, Ujohn.brousseau@us.army.mil U 

Respectfully, Steve Brousseau, COL, DC 

  

Dr. Lobono, Dr. Cone, 

and Dr. Wirth using the 

SAM Axioquick 

Dr. Lalande with HanauSpringbow 

mailto:john.brousseau@us.army.mil
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COL Hodd… Go Packers! 

Dr. Carl Wirth 

Dr. Doug Damm Feb 2011 

Dr. Tucker, an R3 placing his first 

implant 

Drs Lowe, Zimmerman, Allen, and 
Slighly 

Fort Gordon and MCG prosth 

residents  

 

Love that greenstick! 
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Mentors and R3's after their Perio-Prosth 
Short Course lectures 

Mentors and residents at Per-Prosth  
Short Course 

Prosth staff with consultant Dr. Agar 
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THE FOLLOWING PHOTOS ARE FROM THE 

DENTAL CORPS CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION  

HELD IN SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

3 March 1911 –  

3 March 2011 

COL Hamilton‘s hand-made quilt was a huge 

success in the silent auction.  The Silent Auction 

raised $10,000 which was donated to the Fisher 

House Foundation following the Centennial 

Celebration.  

MG Wong takes the first swing in the 

Centennial Golf Tournament at Ft Sam 

Houston Golf Club. 
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MG Wong admires  the Dental Corps Chief‘s Banner 

which was hung in the main Continuing Education 

room during the Centennial.   The Banner is now 

hanging in the DENCOM main conference room.   

Take notice during the next VTC! 

COL George Barber signs the Centennial Guest book 

which will be donated to the AMEDD Museum.  

Table Clinics 



May 2011 Page 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MG Wong and Health Professions  

Scholarship Program students 

L to R:  COL Dunn and 

COL Hamilton 

COL Hucal, Centennial Chair, 

OTSG 

MG Wong and O2M3s 
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The Chiefs (L to R):  MG Kuttas, MG Lefler, MG Tempel, MG Cuddy, MG Sculley, MG 

Webb, MG Czerw and The 26th Corps Chief, MG Wong 

Presentation of the Centennial Fund Raisers check to Mr Derrick Donovan,  

Vice President of Operations for the Fisher House Foundation. 
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ERDC/DENCOM NCO &  
Soldier of the Year 2010 

 
COL Bachand (ERDC CO) writes:  "Please 
join me in congratulating some outstanding 
Soldiers from ERDC.  First of all, we are very 
proud of SGT Jerry McMillian and SPC(P) 
Blake LeBlanc for winning the DENCOM NCO 
and Soldier of the Year competition.  They are 
now DENCOM's representatives and will 
complete at the MEDCOM level next.  SGM 
Taylor and her stellar team of NCO's who  

       helped train these Soldiers are to be commended." 
 
SGM Darlene Taylor (ERDC SGM) writes:  "I'm happy to announce SGT Jerry McMillian, HQs 

Heidelberg Dental Activity, and SPC Blake LeBlanc, Baumholder Dental Clinic Command were 
selected as the 2010 Europe Regional Dental Command's Warriors of the Year.  Despite the freezing 
cold and snow in Bavaria, these two leaders managed to excel at land navigation, physical readiness, 
orienteering, combatives, weapons, road marching, in ranks inspection, oral boards and written test 
and essay.  Our recognition ceremony took place today at 1300 hours at Gasthof Ritter in Hanbach, 
Germany. I thank each of you for your support. If you were able to attend, please know that your 
congratulatory gifts and sentiment made the recognition ceremony memorable. I'd like to specially 

Around the 

DENCOM 

COL Hamilton and SGM Drumm. 

COL Barnes and his unit had this flag flown 

over Camp Sabala-Bagram, Afghanistan on 

3 March 

ERDC ERDC 
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thank CSM Napoleon Noguera of the Bavaria Medical Activity for his encouraging and motivating 
words during the event." 
 
From the Northwest Guardian:  "After sweat and tears, road march and land navigation, physical 

fitness tests and boards, Europe Regional Dental Command‘s candidates came out on top in the 
Army Dental Command (DENCOM) Best Warrior Competition Jan 21, 2011 at Joint Base Lewis-
McChord.  They are gunning for the rest of Army Medical Command‘s best competitors next. 
 
After a weeklong competition, SGT Jerry McMillian and SPC Blake LeBlanc, both of ERDC, were 
named tops in DENCOM at an awards ceremony held at Madigan Healthcare System. 
 
McMillian, the NCO of the year, will now represent all of DENCOM at the Army Medical Command 
competition.  Joining him will be the newly crowned DENCOM Soldier of the Year Blake LeBlanc. 
 
―The Soldiers in this competition came here and competed to their full ability pushing everybody to 
their fullest. I highly respect DENCOM and they spit out some good Soldiers,‖ LeBlanc said. 
―Unfortunately, only one of us can go and I‘ll take that honor and bring home all of Army.‖ 
 
DENCOM‘s competition pitted two representatives from each of the five regions and a sixth set of 
candidates from the U.S. Army Dental Lab in a grueling competition. The candidates competed in a 
six-mile road march, physical fitness test, night land navigation, combatives and a mystery event, 
which was a weapons assembly via night vision goggles. 
 
―This was a very difficult competition and all the way up to the end it switched among the candidates 
for scores and who was going to win,‖ said SGM Exerline Drumm, DENCOM Sergeant Major. 
 
SGT Marquis Peters, of Southern Regional Dental Command, and SPC Justin Talalotu, Northern 
Regional Dental Command, were runners-up in their respective competitions. Also competing were 
SGT Ashley Gibbs, NRDC, SPC Felipe Montoya, SRDC, SGT Roger Martin and SGT Jason Nguyen, 
both from U.S. Army Dental Lab, SGT Su Kwang Han and SPC Kirk Proctor, both from Western 
Region Dental Command, and SGT Aleksandria Pavlenko and SPC Heather Billings, from Pacific 
Regional Dental Command. 
 
―All year long we have been competing against and among our peers in order to be here today,‖ 
McMillian said.  ―The individuals here are the best of the best.‖  Each candidate thanked the many 
senior NCOs who trained them to make it to the finals of this level of competition.  ―They made sure 
we did what we needed to do,‖ said McMillian." 

 

Bavaria DENTAC (Operation Cupid) (Feb 2011) 

 
 
Operation Cupid was SGT Robert Edwards of the Bavaria 
DENTAC HQs delivering 51 pre-ordered requests throughout 
their footprint. 
 
SSG John Baeza assisted as the driver, photographer and 
delivery escort. The Cupid package consisted of a bottle of 
Crush, with a wrapped bag of kisses, along with a single 
stemmed rose. 
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Bavaria DENTAC Poster Competition for Children's Dental Health Month  

 

The trophies were made by SPC Edgar Gonzalez of the Bavaria DENTAC - Vilseck Dental Clinic. 

The trophies (1st, 2nd, and 3rd place) were presented to the DODEA students who won a poster  
competition for the Children Dental Health Month. 
 
SPC Gonzalez was approached by Ms. Jocelyn Beilhart and CPT Katie Egbert with the idea of  
making trophies in the lab for the Children Dental Health Month. The design was later approved  
by COL Gonzales, Bavaria DENTAC Commander. 
 
SPC Gonzalez used 5 cans of spray paint for the coins, which were provided by 1SG Jose Cruz,  
Bavaria DENTAC 1SG. 
 

 

National Children's Dental Health 

Month::    

Bavaria DENTAC personnel (CPT 

Egbert, SPC Cardoza, SPC Streng and 

Ms. Beilhart) participating in Children's 

Dental Health Month, travelling and 

promoting oral wellness at Bavaria 

elementary schools. 

 

 

Cavity Bug and Tooth Fairy Assistants 
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COL Gonzales (and friends) prepare for National Children's Dental Health Month 

 

Heidelberg DENTAC (BFV  Dental Clinic) Children's Dental Health Month 
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Landstuhl DENTAC (Pulaski Dental Clinic) (Mar 2011) 

Pulaski Dental Clinic personnel sponsored 43 soldiers in 9 clinics from  the 257th Dental Company-
Fort Bragg stationed in Afghanistan.  Easter bags were made and  shipped to each Soldier. 
 
SPC Heather Bailey coordinated this Easter package program. 
 

 



May 2011 Page 28 

 

 

 

 

 

SPC Bailey, 

preparing Easter 

packs. 
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NRDC 

NORTHER REGIONAL DENTAL COMMAND 
 

UFORT DRUM 
USNOWMOBILING 

The Fort Drum DENTAC Soldiers (officers and enlisted) participated in 
a snowmobiling trip to build unit camaraderie.  To prepare, the Soldiers had 
to attend a ½ day class to get their snowmobiling license.  They drove on a five 
hour trip through the scenic Adirondack Mountains. 

 
 
UICE 
5 Feb 2011:  Fort Drum DENTAC held the 2nd annual International Continuing Education seminar.  
This one day seminar allowed for 7 continuing education credits to be earned.  ICE was sponsored by 
the Fort Drum DENTAC.  Over 100 participants from the North Country were in attendance, which 
included US Army; DoD; Canadian; Veterans Affairs; and local civilian dentists, assistants and 
hygienists.  Topics included Forensics, Prosthetics, Periodontics, and Posterior Composites. 

 
 
UNCO Induction CeremonyU  
The DENTAC teamed up with MEDDAC and the Vet Clinic to formally recognize those that are 
entering the NCO Corps.  Twice a year the ceremony is held to instill the pride that one has in 
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becoming a Non-Commissioned Officer.  SGT Ozier Green was inducted into the NCO Corps, 4 
March 2011.  In the photo below, SGT Green steps over from a junior enlisted Soldier to a NCO. 

 
Part of the ceremony is to reflect on the different periods of the NCO Corps history.  Participation from 
the DENTAC/MEDDAC/ and Vet Clinic Soldier‘s make it a memorable event. 

 
 
UShamrock Run, 12 March 2011 

To celebrate St. Patrick‘s Day, the city of Watertown hosted a fun walk/run.  Soldiers and civilians of 
the dental clinics came out to show their support.  Many participated in the 5 mile run or the 2 mile 
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walk.  Fort Drum DENTAC has an ongoing tradition of having the most participants for the last 17 
years. 

 
 
UDA Appreciation Week:  5-12 March 

The Stone Dental Clinic celebrated Dental Appreciation week by taking their dental assistants to 
lunch.  Following lunch, the providers and their assistants had a wonderful time bowling.  Marshall 
Dental Clinic celebrated with a luncheon at their clinic.  The dental assistants were given a certificate 
of appreciation for their continuous hard work and dedication to their mission.  The post marquee 
announced DA Appreciation Week to recognize the DENTAC dental assistants. 

 
 

UPhysical Readiness Training U: 

Fort Drum DENTAC is on board with the new Physical Readiness Training (PRT) program.  It has 
been a smooth transition from the old PT program, which focused on ensuring that the Soldier was 
able to pass the APFT.  The new PRT program is focused on being ready to fight in combat.  The 
PRT program is a total body workout, encompassing the strength, endurance, and mobility concept of 
creating a more physically fit Soldier.  SSG Garrett had the opportunity to attend the Mountain Fitness 
Trainer course that was hosted by the 10th Mountain Division.  Bringing the knowledge back to the 
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unit she has the Fort Drum DENTAC on track.  In addition to our unit PRT program, SGT Eberlien 
volunteered and took the initiative to implement the Reconditioning PRT phase with focus of physical 
fitness training for Soldiers on temporary and permanent profiles.  The reconditioning PRT ensures 
that fitness is maintained as well as assisting in the recovery phase to prevent further injury.  

 

Soldiers executing an obstacle course. 

 
UFORT KNOX 

Fort McCoy and Camp Atterbury continue to excel at the difficult Mobilization/Demobilization mission. 
Camp Atterbury is currently performing a critical Mobilization mission preparing Soldiers for the 
difficult mission in tsunami and earthquake ravaged Japan.  
 
Fort Knox DENTAC Soldiers perform tandem jumps from 11,000 feet.   This was their re-enlistment 
incentive  
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FORT EUSTIS 
 
 
SSG Turner completed the Advance Leadership Course and represented Ft. Eustis DENTAC as he 
graduated on the Commandant‘s List (NO PIC AVAILABLE) 
 
Congratulations to COL McDonald on his well deserved retirement.  We look forward to his continued 
service to the Ft. Eustis DENTAC as he continues to provide patient care as an incoming NSPS 
doctor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to SGT Riley on his induction into the NCO Corps! 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

PROMOTIONS 

 

Congratulations to PFC Stansbury on her promotion to SPC on 1 Nov 10. 

Congratulations to PFC Doherty on her promotion to SPC on 8 Jan 11. 

Congratulations to PFC Chavez on his promotion to SPC on 8 Jan 11. 

Congratulations to SPC Squires on her promotion to SGT  

Congratulations to SPC Squires on her 

promotion to SGT  

 

 

SGT Riley’s Re-Enlistment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPC Stansbury‘s Re-Enlistment 

 

 

 

 

 

SPC Stansbury‘s Re-Enlistment 
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Ft. Eustis celebrated Dental Assistants Appreciation Week by providing their dedicated workers with a 
luncheon, roses and certificates. 

 

FORT BRAGG 

Retention: 

Re-enlistments were very successful this year.  We met the FY11 retention goals at the end of the 1st 
Quarter thanks to our outstanding group of Soldiers. 

Promotions: 

Fort Bragg enjoyed quite a few promotions this past quarter.  We promoted SSG Dewey Ross, SGT 
Steve Arreola, SGT Justin Talalotu, SPC Mario Lopez and SPC Rigoberto Ortiz. 

 

Hail & Farewell: 

We have numerous departures from Ft Bragg.  This quarter we said goodbye to SPC Michael 
Johnson, SGT Steve Arreola, SPC Joshua Kling, SPC Zachary Teel, SSG Katherine Turner, and 
SPC Eric McEllen.  We have a few more Soldiers on orders: SPC Katherine Whitaker, SPC Marques 
Berry, SPC Ricardo Malloy and yours truly 1SG Brian L Monroe.   

This is time of change and a change in leadership; we hope everyone is safe and successful in their 
travels. 

Events: 

The Fort Bragg DENTAC conducted its very own 100th Anniversary Birthday Ball on 11 March after 
the command team returned from enjoying the DENCOM 100th Anniversary Ball in San Antonio.  The 

Dental Assistance Appreciation Week 
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Social Committee conducted a cupcake sale for Valentine 
Day to raise monies for the event and was very successful.    

 

FORT MEADE 

Ft. Meade Proper 

 

Meade Proper was proud to participate in the installation sponsored health fair conducted this fall. 
Pictured on the left is Dr. Howard Fischer, a retired Navy Captain now working at Epes Dental Clinic. 

 

COL Robert Zuehlke (outgoing OIC) and LTC(P) Michelle Icasiano (incoming OIC) cut the ribbon at 
the opening ceremony of the Kimbrough Ambulatory Care Center Dental Clinic, officially opening the 
doors to TriService patients. This 12-chair, state of the art facility represents a major upgrade in 
appearance and capability. 
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COL David Hembree presents a plaque to Mrs. Hattie E. Laughlin at her retirement ceremony in 
recognition of over 40 years of dedicated service. Way to go Mrs. Laughlin! 

 

The Ft. Meade DENTAC was proud to participate in the Walter Reed sponsored Centennial 
Celebration of the Dental Corps held at the Ft. Belvoir Gold Course Clubhouse on 19 Mar 2011. Here, 
several members from across the local area prepare to cut the cake and officially begin the event. 

 

Aberdeen Proving Ground 
 

Dental Clinic Command 

 

 

 

Ms. Meadowcroft & Ms. Streaker 
pose with Santa & one of his 

elves at the 2010 Holiday Party.  

 



May 2011 Page 37 

 

 

 

PV2 Tracy Glover (aka ―Soldier Tooth‖) & Dental 
Hygienist Ms. Allison Schmider show the 
children of Room #9 what to expect when they 
visit the dentist. 

 

 

 

PV2 Tracy Glover (aka ―Soldier Tooth‖) & Dental 
Hygienist Ms. Allison Schmider discuss healthy 
dental habits with the children of Class Room #11 
at the local post school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COL Robert Zuehlke presents a 
certificate of appreciation, a rose, and a 
small box of chocolates to Ms. Katherine 
Smith, who hams it up for the camera 
(every chance she gets!). 
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APG DCC‘s dedicated dental assistants are recognized for their contributions during National Dental 
Assistants‘ Recognition Week. Thank you for all you do!! 

 

Carlisle Barracks Dental Clinic Command 

 

 

Carlisle Barracks is saddened to announce that Mrs. Deborah Beam passed away suddenly on 22 
January 2011 at the age of 57. She is survived by her husband Ed, children Keith and Michelle and 
her four grandchildren, Garrett, Justin, Kaylee and Calvin. The clinic has lost a co-worker, a Soldier, 
and a dear friend.  
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The Carlisle Barracks Dental Clinic Command proudly hosted the US Army War College‘s 2011 
Observance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr Day. Here, Carlisle Barracks DCC commander, COL 
Stephen Tanner presents a gift to the guest speaker, Professor Kim Rogers from the African studies 
department of Dickinson College. 

 

 

February 2011 
marked a pivotal point 
in the career of SPC 
Christopher Andrews 
as he successfully 
graduated Warrior 
Leader Course class 
006-11 at Ft. Indian 
Town Gap, PA. 
Additionally, CBKS 
DCC Senior Dental 
NCO, SFC Jason 
Bowden, delivered the 
commencement 
speech and is seen 
here presenting the 
graduation certificate 
to SPC Andrews. 
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March 2011 saw the kick-off of Dental Assistants Appreciation week at Carlisle Barracks. Ft. Detrick 
celebrated by treating their assistants to lunch at Buffalo Wild Wings and Carlisle Barracks was 
treated to a visit by the DENCOM commander, COL Hamilton! Actually, she just happened to be in 
the area on other business but took a moment out of her busy schedule to personally thank the 
assistants for a job well done. 

 

WEST POINT 

 

 

MAJ  Griffin post chaplain received certificate of appreciation from 
SFC Lennox during the Suicide Prevention Training 

 

 

 

 

 

SPC Reginald Lee was the  
Soldier of the Month  

for the 1st Quarter FY 11 
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SPC Amanda Jager reenlisted another 3 years  
of her career in the Army 

 

 

 

Monmouth Children's Dental Health Month  

 

 

 

SPC Singleton from Fort Monmouth 
giving a demonstration to the kids on 

how to brush teeth 

 

 

West Point Children's Dental Health Month  

 

CPT Celeste Kim and PFC Clark giving a 
demonstration on how to brush the teeth properly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Monica Orrechio from ACS briefs 
West Point Soldiers 
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Dental Assistant appreciation Week 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Point staff enjoy educational tour of WP Museum 

 

WALTER REED DENTAC 

Walter Reed DENTAC and NRDC Happenings… from the Commander 

What an action packed quarter.  Celebrating 100 years of existence for the Army Dental Corps in San 
Antonio turned out to be better than anyone could have imagined.  Many wonderful reunions took 
place, and many new friends were made.  It is no wonder our Corps is so strong- great leaders past, 
present and in the future. 

At Walter Reed, we were visited by two dentists from Iraq who were serving as translators in the 
Physical Therapy clinic.  It was a truly spectacular day- we met for a command brief, then toured the 
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Walter Reed clinic.  While visiting the clinic, CPT Villacarlos showed them slides of his deployment, 
and to everyone‘s surprise, our Iraqi friends recognized several officers pictured.  They stayed for a 
CE lecture at lunch, toured the 3D imaging lab, and then returned to work.  To make the day 
complete- we welcomed CPT Viet home from Iraq later that evening.  It is really amazing to think that 
the efforts of our Nation‘s military allow the freedoms both Americans, and Iraqi‘s now enjoy.   

MAJ Keith Wilson, a native of Washington DC, made the decision to return to active duty after eleven 
years of private practice and Reserve Component service.  Having served at Ft. Campbell, Korea, Ft. 
Lewis, Walter Reed and the Pentagon from 1994-2000, he is well acquainted with Army Dentistry and 
looking forward to his first assignment back on active duty- Ft. Knox.  He took his oath of office in 
NRDC HQ. 

 

The NRDC hosted a pre-deployment conference for Officers slated to deploy, or high on the order of 
merit list.  Topics included a teleconference with COL Mike Barnes, FORSCOM structure and 
Officership from COL Hembree, Supply Operations from MAJ Kinkead, and Deployment issues and 
challenges by COL Gary Brewer.  NCO Counseling and NCOIC/OIC operations was covered by SGM 
Fitzgerald, and professional development by COL Tempel.  A highlight for the deploying officers was 
open discussion after briefings by recent junior officer deployers- CPT Villacarlos and CPT Viet.   
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SGM Fitzgerald observes the results of a strong training program.  SPC Haines exposes a perfect 
radiograph on a far from perfect set of chompers!!   

 

 

Walter Reed and Ft. Meade DENTACs combined efforts and celebrated the Dental Corps‘ centennial 
in grand, informal fashion.  The party was at the Ft. Belvoir Golf Club, and well attended by both 
DENTACS.  The informal atmosphere (Western theme) led to a great  time, and many laughs.  The 
committee did a wonderful job setting up, and the Army Field Band provided music during a 
spectacular Spring evening social hour on the patio of the club.  While COL Hembree may have been 
conflicted about whether to celebrate the Western theme of the party or St. Patrick‘s Day, we couldn‘t 
have asked for a better evening to celebrate the strength of our Corps over the last 100 years, and for 
the next 100…. Our great people.   
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Enjoy, and thanks for all you do every day! 
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Carlisle Barracks Dental Clinic 

COL Hamilton made a surprise visit to the Carlisle Barracks Dental Clinic on Friday, 11 March and 

learned they were commemorating Dental Assistant Week at the bowling alley while their new 

cabinetry was being installed at the clinic.   

 

 

L to R:  COL Hamilton, COL 

Guevara, COL Lavin, and COL 

Manga, ―Dental Pitt People‖ 

show their colors…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NRDC 
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ADL 

 

 

  

E6 Ryky, Special Operations off lead 

explosive canine.  Following dental 

treatment, E6 Ryky is back out in the field 

saving lives with her new canine thanks to 

the ADL 

Theater 
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U.S. Army Dental Lab 
COL Ted Hammond 

 
Hails and Farewells 
We would like to wish a fond farewell to SGT Tony Bush (retirement), SGT Jonathan  
Rivera (recruiting), SGT Leonardo Aviles (PCS dental research lab), SPC Jason Becton (PCS Ft. 
Campbell), SPC Demra Miller (PCS Ft. Sill) and SPC Seijas (PCS GE).  They have all been a big part 
of the ADL family and will be truly missed.  We would also like to extend a ―welcome back‖ to SPC 
Adin Danheim, SPC Emma Towler, and Ms. Teresa Neasbitt   
 
Dental Corps Birthday 

The ADL co-hosted a successful 100 year Birthday Celebration of the Army Dental Corps with the 
Fort Gordon Dental Activity on 25 February 2011.  Over two hundred Soldiers, civilians and retired 
dental veterans were in attendance to mark this momentous event. 
 
Certified Dental Lab Technician (CDT) Testing 
The US ADL is a nationally certified dental lab and hosts the CDT certification exam annually, under 
the authority and supervision of the National Association of Dental Laboratories.  This year‘s testing 
occurred on 19 March 2011 and the examinees are eagerly awaiting their results.  Three ADL 
Soldiers were tested, along with eight civilian technicians from as far away as New York.  Three 
certified examiners proctored the practical exams and 1SG (ret) Rob Welton proctored the didactic 
portion.  Thanks to all, especially SFC Boyd, SSG Kennard and SGT Robertson, for your support of 
this event.  There are currently 22 CDTs assigned to the ADL, 7 Soldiers and 15 civilians.  This is a 
higher number per capita assigned than the industry average, our sister services and civilian 
contemporaries. 
 
Newsletter 

The ADL Commander began sending out a monthly newsletter to all Army prosthodontists and AEGD 
program directors in January with a request they distribute to all users of the ADL in their DENTACs 
and dental clinics.  If you have not seen these, please ask your local prosthodontist to forward them 
to you.  Or you can read previous issues on the DENCOM Intranet at: 
https://intra.dencom.army.mil/adl/default.asp  
 
Case Submissions 
The ADL constantly receives cases that the provider requests porcelain occlusion for the restorations, 
but fails to provide enough space for the materials.  The industry standard for porcelain occlusion is 
0.5mm for the metal or zirconia coping and 1.5mm of porcelain, for a total of 2.0mm.  Anything less 
than 2.0mm will result in eventual fracture of the veneering porcelain due to repeated stresses over 
time.  Please verify there is enough room before requesting porcelain occlusion for your case. 
 
Lab Officers / ADL ReviewersWe encourage everyone considering submitting a case to the ADL to 

review TB Med 148 and the ADL Case Submission Requirements, which can be found on the 
DENCOM Intranet at https://www.dencom.army.mil/adl/submission_req.asp.  Please update COL 
Windhorn or COL Hammond if the senior officer or prosthodontist reviewing cases has changed 
during the last few months.   
 
Soldiering 

Congratulations to SSG Christopher Lambert and SGT Jonathan Rivera for successfully completing  
the US Army Basic Recruiter Course.  Both outstanding NCOs were selected to be AMEDD 
Recruiters.  SSG Lambert will be recruiting in Chicago and SGT Rivera will be in Boston.  
Congratulations to our outstanding NCOs. 
 
 

ADL

C 

https://intra.dencom.army.mil/adl/default.asp
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Fort Sam Houston 

On 25 March, Budge Dental Clinic celebrated the second 

ribbon cutting for the clinic, which was originally opened in 

1981. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SRDC 

Happy 100th Birthday, US Army Dental Corps. 
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Ft Hood 

 

Ft Hood Red Cross Dental 

Assisting Course Graduates.  

March 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FORT CAMPBELL DENTAC 

The Fort Campbell DENTAC has continued to stay busy with welcoming and the reintegrating of the 
101st Airborne Division (Air Assault).  Some other highlights from the Professional Pride team: 

 

  
 

DENTAC Soldiers performed the Retreat Ceremony (along with the cannon firing) at the 101st 
Airborne Division (Air Assault) Headquarters during COL Bonita Pruitt‘s Retirement Ceremony.   

Flag Honor Team led by SSG John Gonzalez. 
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DENTAC Soldiers also the cannon firing during the Retreat Ceremony at the 101st Airborne Division 
(Air Assault) during COL Bonita Pruitt‘s Retirement Ceremony. 
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SGT Mark Burch graduates WLC (Commandant‘s List).  He also receives the Commandant‘s Coin for 
being the only student to capture and detain the Commandant during their FTX. 

 
SPC Marilda Chavez, SPC Erik Pitsenbarger and SPC Stephen Pruitt graduated from WLC.  SGT 
Aimee Pingel was selected Installation Volunteer of the Month. CPT Rohtaz Sandhu provided oral 
hygiene classes to the Fort Campbell Children Youth Services for Children‘s Dental Health Month.  
COL Robin Bruno and SGT Mark Burch also provide similar activities at Redstone Arsenal.  SGT 
Shasta Ely was promoted to SSG.  SPC Kristina Wolf was selected Soldier of the 2nd Quarter.  All 
clinics celebrated Dental Assisting Recognition Week with numerous activities and all received a 

Commander‘s Certificate.  Unit held numerous events such as Unit Spirit Day, fund raisers for the ball 
that included sub sandwiches, chili and soup cook off.     

 
We celebrated our 100th Army Dental Corps Birthday Ball held on 18 Mar 11 which was attended by 

over 230 attendees.  Events included the unit Color Guard dressed in period uniforms, Fallen 
Comrade ceremony, cake cutting, the division‘s Dixie Band ―Rendezvous Groove‖ performed during 

our mess,  COL Larry Hanson gave us a look back at our history as our guest speaker, and awarding 
of the O2M3.  After the formal portion, we were entertained by a skit by COL (Ret) Julian Dismukes 
and performances by The Blues Brothers (COL Michael Fulkerson and COL George McMillian) and 

Madonna (SSG Shasta Ely).  The evening ended with raffles and lots of dancing. 
 



May 2011 Page 56 

 

 

Head table and Color Guard led by SSG Shasta Ely.  Rest of Color Guard were SSG Jay Dy, SPC 
Marilda Chavez, SPC Stephen Pruitt, SPC Lucerito Perdomo and PFC Roberto Molina. 

 

 
Cake cutting by (pictured from left to right) COL Larry Hanson (Guest Speaker), COL Jimmy Daniels 

(DENTAC Commander), PFC Roberto Molina and COL James Albritton. 
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The 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) Dixie Band  
―Rendezvous Groove‖ performs during our mess. 

 

 
 

COL (Ret) William English receives O2M3 Honorary Membership and Mrs. Barbara Sue Head 
membership from COL Larry Hanson. 
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For one night only - visit from The Blues Brothers  

(COL George McMillian, left and COL Michael Fulkerson) 
 
 
Our AEGD Residents also did outstanding presentations during recent Hinman Dental Meeting held 
in Atlanta.   MG Gerard Caron, Air Force Dental Corps Chief is seen with CPT Thomas Graham.  He 
was very complimentary in regards to all their efforts. 
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IRAQ 

 

CPT Vivian Ko with MG Gerard Caron, Air Force Dental Corp Chief 

      

CPT Luis Missura during his presentation at the Hinman Dental Meeting. 

 

 

SPC Brittney Chambers, dental 

assistant at FOB Prosperity, 

Baghdad, Iraq, assembles a 

wheelchair, while COL Curtis Goho, 

field dental officer, assists.  The 

dental team was participating in 

"Wheelchairs for Iraqi Children", a 

program which provided sixty state-

of-the-art wheelchairs to handicapped 

and injured children in Baghdad. 

 

Baghdad 

 

Baghdad 
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SCOUTING SMILES!  SPC Terry Goldstrom, CPT Jeremy Koppenhaver, and LTC Brett 

Henson, of the 257th Dental Company, at Camp Victory, Iraq, volunteered their time to teach 
proper  rushing to the Iraqi Scouts and to help with other Scouting events.  The scouts were boys 

and girls ages 5 to 15 years old. 

MAKING FRIENDS, 

MAKING SMILES! 

SFC LaShawn Yarborough 
of the 257th Dental 

Company, at Camp Victory, 
Iraq, makes new friends 
with girls from the Iraqi 
scouting program.  The 
257th provided brushing 

instructions to Iraqi 
children from age 5 to 15 
years, and assisted with 
other Scouting events. 
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We are still collecting photos from the Centennial Events.  If you have 

any that you’d like to add to the collection and/or post, please contact 

or send directly to Pamila Richter at:  Pamila.richter@us.army.mil 

 

mailto:Pamila.richter@us.army.mil

